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Lesson 45: 

The Real Prosperity Questions: How Can I Serve? How 

Can I Surrender? 

When we recognize our wholeness, become willing to prosper, and open to a thriving vision, life 

responds. Life sends the people and resources to bring that vision to fruition. I’ve seen it.                

–from The Jewel of Abundance 

 

Our entire life is a progressive unfolding of the prosperity imperative. As spiritual beings, we take 

on a body and mind, and from that moment of birth in this material realm, we are responding to 

life’s incessant demand to thrive. For most people, that response is guided and limited by cultural 

models, familial patterns, survival instincts, the influence of circumstances, and mental and 

emotional conditioning. The inspiration of the soul, the higher pull of our divine nature to be 

discovered and to guide the prospering process, is usually faint. Its presence is often obscured by 

all those other factors. It hovers in the background of our awareness like a morning fog on the 

coast. It is like a fragment of a dream or a memory of something yet unformed—unclear, but 

present. We know it is there, but we cannot fully discern what it is. Then, at a grace-inspired 

moment in time, that soul call begins to press upon us, stirring our heart and our mind with a 

yearning so deep that we can no longer ignore it. The mystic poet Rumi describes it beautifully: 

Sometimes you hear a voice through the door calling you, 

As a fish out of water hears the waves . . . Come back. Come back. 

This turning toward what you deeply love saves you. 

When we experience the soul imperative to thrive as incessant, more present, and urgent than 

before, there are two things to recognize. First, we can recognize that the power of divine grace 
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is pressing upon us and is ready to support our soul’s thriving journey. Second, we can discern we 

are at a crossroads, a choice point. We can rise and respond to that soul call, or we can attempt to 

avoid it.  

Responding to the Soul Call to Thrive 

Once we arrive at that crossroad of potential and status quo, we become aware that we must 

choose to follow the soul’s call to thrive in ways yet unfamiliar to us, or we attempt to hold onto 

the familiar—try to keep on doing what we have been doing. I spoke with Yogi Cameron on my 

podcast The Yoga Hour, and we discussed this turning point. He shared his story of working as a 

high fashion model and experiencing the benefits of fame and fortune that came with that life. 

At the peak of his career, he got the soul call—the incessant press of another way to live was 

calling him. He did not know what it was exactly or where it would lead him. What he did know 

was that he had to follow it.  

His comment about knowing he must follow the soul call, resonated with my own experience of 

that juncture. He said, “There’s nothing you can do about it. If you ignore it, that beautiful time 

will turn into a horrible time…it’s like overstaying our welcome at a party that’s going well. It 

turns into the worst time of your life.” He echoed in modern terms the same spiritual truth found 

in many traditions. In the Gospel of Thomas, Jesus says, “If you bring forth what is within you, 

what you bring forth will save you. If you do not bring forth what is within you, what you do not 

bring forth will destroy you.”1 The Bhagavad Gita offers the counsel, “For that person who has 

conquered the self by the Self, the Self is a friend; But for the one who has not conquered himself 

or herself, the Self remains hostile, like an enemy.”2 

The choice at this juncture is either distraction—some way of muting the soul call, or surrender—

letting go into it and allowing it to lead. When we turn toward the soul call instead of away from 

 

1 Verse 70, Gospel of Thomas.  
2 Chapter 6, verse 6, Bhagavad Gita.  
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it, new questions arise for us that are indicative of this great turning. Instead of asking how we 

can succeed, we start to reflect more deeply on the nature of success itself. What is it, really? 

What does thriving truly mean? Not “how can I be served by Life?” but “how can I serve Life?” 

How do I begin? What will be required of me? Thus, we begin our soul journey of higher learning.  

People imagine that the spiritually focused thriving life will be easier, an obstacle-free highway of 

happiness and success. I would not say it is easier. A spiritually conscious life, genuinely pursued, 

includes many challenges which bring us opportunities to awaken, and express our divine 

potential. Easier, no. More fulfilling, yes.  

The progressive illumination of our consciousness, which allows us to see the workings of Spirit in 

our life which had previously been obscured from our view, continually inspires us. As we turn 

toward our soul call and begin to cooperate with the Infinite, we begin to see how Life itself 

supports us. We see that what we need for our next step is placed before us. Our doubts and 

fears are lifted. We are continually awed by divine grace and fulfilled with the deep peace of the 

soul’s surrendered joy.  

The Universe Responds 

Our soul call to awaken fully, to thrive, and prosper as a pathway of higher learning comes from 

and is supported by the Infinite. We are called by Spirit, and we are supported by Spirit. The same 

Reality that stirs the soul comes to meet us as resources, inspiration, opportunities, challenges, or 

whatever is needed to fulfill our divine potential.  

Certain moments in our life are imbued with divine power and insight that is so strong it breaks 

through our conditioned awareness and facilitates a shift in consciousness. A new perspective is 

awakened in us; the spiritual truth transforms us and remains with us always, lighting our way in 

times of confusion or doubt. I remember well such a moment.  
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I had reached a crossroads in my life. I knew I could not continue as I had been, but I could not see 

a way forward. I did not know where to turn, and I was afraid. I remember making a drawing of a 

crossroad, gazing at it and contemplating my dilemma, then closing my eyes and turning my 

attention to prayer and meditation. I asked for guidance. Once my mind became quiet, the soul’s 

assurance dawned in my awareness. The assurance told me, “the same grace that has brought 

you to this crossroad, will see to your way forward.” In that moment, I knew my whole life was 

infused with grace, and I could surrender into it. Everything in my life was part of my soul journey 

of thriving. I had made the choice to follow the soul’s call into a new life, a thriving life of 

surrendered grace and selfless service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


